Health Emergencies as Global Security Issues
Health has become a central tenant of international law. Its importance is recognized in several international agreements, including in international and regional human rights treaties.
1 Similarly, global health 2 has developed into a centerpiece of international law and international relations. Th e U.N. and several international organizations have been created with mandates related to health. 4 Moreover, in the last twenty years, the importance of global health has increased for several reasons.
First, the development of faster, easier and cheaper transportation methods has brought about a phenomenal increase in the movement of people and goods. At the same time, new technologies for the conservation of perishable goods have increased their international trade. Notably, however, both improvements have also made it easier for diseases to spread faster and to more distant locations. In fact, easier movement of people and goods facilitated the spreading, emergence and reemergence of infectious diseases in both human and animals.
Second, 'globalization' has, to a certain extent, undermined the ability of one State to alone protect its people from the spreading of infectious diseases. As a result, only collective eff orts can effi ciently address public health emergencies. As Fidler concludes, "most public health experts agree that the distinction between national and international public health is no longer relevant because globalization has enabled pathogenic microbes to spread illness and death globally."
5 Diseases like tuberculosis, malaria and cholera are still widespread in many regions. Further, some of their pathogens are becoming drug-resistant, and some of these diseases are again spreading in previously disease-free regions. For example, cases of West Nile fever were recently diagnosed in New York City. Additionally, a new wave of tuberculosis -which is resistant to usual medications -has been found in
